The present article reviews the prenylated caged xanthones which are "privileged structure" characterized by the presence of the unusual 4-oxotricyclo[4.3.1.03,7]dec-8-en-2-one scaffold.confines which are mainly found in the Garcinia genus in the family of Guttiferae. Gambogic acid is the most abundant substance and most of the studies have been done on this compound, particularly as a new potential antitumor agent. The history, sources, structural diversity, and biological activities of these compounds are covered. 
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